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WRITTEN COMMENTS OF
THE AMHERST ALLIANCE

              THE AMHERST ALLIANCE is a Net-based, nationwide advocacy group for

media reform in general and Low Power Radio in particular.   In these Written Comments

we focus on one specific proposal for promoting localism in broadcasting:    the Petition

For Rulemaking, authored and filed by Fred Baumgartner, P.B.E. of Colorado, that would

establish Low Power Radio on the AM Band.    Amherst withholds judgment, for now,

on the specific details of the Petition   --   but we strongly urge the FCC to begin the

process of considering it, as a starting point for action on Low Power AM (LPAM).

              The LPAM Petition was originally filed with the FCC in June of 2003.    Since it

was never posted on the Electronic Comments Filing System (ECFS), Mr. Baumgartner

assumed it had been lost by the Commission.    Therefore, he re-submitted his Petition in

September of 2003.    To date, however, it has still not been posted on the ECFS.

              Then, Nickolaus E. Leggett of Virginia (who co-authored the Petition that

triggered the FCC�s first deliberations on Low Power FM) joined Mr. Baumgartner in

submitting the LPAM Petition to the Localism Task Force.    The Petition was conveyed

through Written Comments, filed in FCC Docket RM-10803 on October 22, 2003.
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             Now that the LPAM Petition has been formally placed within the Docket of the

Localism Task Force, THE AMHERST ALLIANCE enthusiastically endorses making it

an �Action Item� on the Task Force agenda.

              We note that the author of the LPAM Petition is Fred Baumgartner, P.B.E., who

has had a distinguished career as a licensed Professional Broadcast Engineer.   Although

he has submitted his Petition strictly as an individual, he has been an officer in the

national SOCIETY OF BROADCAST ENGINEERS, as well as a regional officer in

SOCIETY OF BROADCAST ENGINEERS Chapters for the Rocky Mountain region

and Wisconsin.      Currently, he serves as the first Chairman of the newly formed

NATIONAL ANTENNA CONSORTIUM.

                 Our own organization, THE AMHERST ALLIANCE, believes that the

broadcasting community would benefit from restoring  --   or even exceeding   --

the historic levels of both coverage for local news and views and upward mobility

opportunities for individuals.    The recently established Low Power FM Radio Service

has already helped to provide a partial offset for the erosion of localism, and of

individual opportunities for advancement, during the past decade.    Now, it is time for

the FCC to take the logical next step:   creation of a new Low Power AM Radio Service.

                  A new Low Power AM Radio Service could both supplement and

complement the existing Low Power FM Radio Service.
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                  The new LPAM Radio Service could supplement the current LPFM Radio

Service by extending Low Power Radio into a portion of the spectrum where there is

generally less competition from established full power stations.    The extension of Low

Power Radio into the AM Band might conceivably double or triple the total number of

frequencies that are available for new Low Power broadcasters.

                  In addition, creation of a new LPAM Radio Service would almost certainly

bring greater geographical reach to Low Power Radio.    On the FM Band, even when

and if the current statutory requirement for third adjacent channel spacing is repealed by

Congress, the big difference will occur in small cities and mid-sized cities.    There will

be little additional room for LPFM stations on the crowded radio dials of metropolitan

Boston or Detroit.     For the very largest metropolitan areas, where the majority of

Americans reside, opening up the AM Band is probably the only way to put a substantial

number of new Low Power Radio broadcasters onto the airwaves.

                     A new LPAM Radio Service could supplement the current LPFM Radio

Service in these ways.     At the same time, it could be, and should be, designed by the

Commission to complement the present LPFM Radio Service as well.

                     The current LPFM Radio Service is reserved exclusively for established

community organizations which offer non-commercial programming.     This approach

facilitates greater coverage of local news and views, and also fosters greater diversity in

programming and ownership, but it does little to ease the current scarcity of employment
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and/or upward mobility opportunities in today�s broadcasting community.

                As a separate form of  Low Power Radio broadcasting, a Low Power AM

Radio Service could offer participants the option of individual ownership of stations,

as well as the option of airing commercials and making a profit.     The Service could

even become a �training ground� for a new generation of Class A broadcasters, ready to

challenge larger broadcasting interests commercially   --   not just culturally.

                  Protections would need to be put in place as shields against the acquisition or

manipulation of LPAM stations, directly or indirectly, by larger broadcasters or other

major media institutions.    If properly designed, however, a new LPAM Radio Service

could offer aspiring, community-based broadcasters a �small business alternative� to the

�non-profit or nothing� trajectory of the current LPFM Radio Service.

                  A new, commercial-airing LPAM Radio Service would also offer small,

local retail businesses a better opportunity to compete with out-of-town retail chains.

Such small, local retail businesses, who are now largely �priced out of the market� for

commercials on the metropolitan-minded stations of huge national broadcasting chains,

would be able to buy local air time on local Low Power AM Radio stations.

                  Amherst urges the Localism Task Force to consider this Petition carefully   --

and then recommend action to ensure the expeditious Docketing of, and the timely

solicitation of public comments regarding, the Baumgartner LPAM Petition.
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Respectfully submitted,

Don Schellhardt, Esquire
President, THE AMHERST ALLIANCE
203/757-1790
�Backup�:   203/756-7310
pioneerpath@hotmail.com
URL:     www.amherstalliance.org

Dated:   _______________

October 27, 2003


